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The Australian Catechumenate Network Gathers
By Jim Schellman, Executive Director
The Australian Catechumenate Network (ACN) held
its annual conference October 11-14, 2012, in Brisbane.
Participants were from 22 Australian dioceses and 2
dioceses in New Zealand. Under the theme of
“Embracing the Faith,” the Conference opened on
October 11th, the 50th anniversary of the convening of
the Second Vatican Council.
Jim Schellman

The North American Forum on the Catechumenate and
the Australian Network have long and warm ties going
back a number of years. Both the Network and Forum foster the full implementation of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults in parishes throughout
the dioceses of their respective territories. Along the way we have shared
resources and, at times, exchanged resource personnel! Darren McDowell, the
present Chair of ACN, took part in Forum’s previous International
Convocation, held in 2008 in Cleveland, Ohio.
The keynote presentations and dialogue throughout the ACN Conference
witnessed to the mature level of experience and reflection of those who
participated in the event. This allowed for people fairly new to the ministries
of initiation and those with some years in this ministry to engage together and
deepen their understanding. Summaries of what was presented and shared can
be found on ACN’s website: www.ozcatechumenate.org
Of particular note was the ACN Forum held on Friday afternoon of the
Conference. In a session with Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Melbourne,
participants reflected on the importance of the content of the faith in catechetical resources and the question of what becomes of those who have completed
the initiation process. A research project is being considered that will gather
information on the involvement of neophytes in parish life a few years after
initiation is completed. Discussion of the importance of catechetical resources
in helping newcomers learn the teachings of the faith led to affirmation of the
close connection between the Church’s liturgy, including the rites of the initiation process, and catechetical content. The need for better training of catechists
was emphasized, to include their being able to help catechumens connect the
content of the faith with experiences of living the faith out in their lives.
Continued on page 9
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Forum’s Matching Gifts Campaign
Dear Friends of Forum,
Christmas Season
This Season we lift our eyes to the One who comes to perfect this flawed, unfinished, beloved world.
We were called to this life-giving hope the day we were plunged in the waters of baptismal rebirth!
You can partner with many who share in this great hope and who call others to Jesus Christ through
the renewal of the Catechumenate in our time. Be a partner and invite others to join you in—
Forum’s 9th Annual Matching Gifts Campaign
Join ministry colleagues throughout North America and beyond by supporting Forum’s special place in
this catechumenal renewal. Once again several believers in Forum’s mission have offered a challenge
grant of $25,000. They will match each dollar you give to reach a total Campaign gift of $50,000. Help
keep the costs of Forum’s unique ministry formation accessible to the 2,000-3,000 parish and diocesan
leaders who experience our formation events each year!
All gifts are appreciated! Those able to give $200 or more will be acknowledged in the 2013 Forum
Newsletter. You can help meet the challenge today by giving online at www.naforum.org (click
Online Giving) or by sending your gift to:
The North American Forum on the Catechumenate
P.O. Box 79459
Baltimore, Maryland 21279-0459
U.S.A.
This Christmas Season may you and all you hold dear be deeply renewed in the great hope to which
we are called in Jesus Christ!
Sincerely and gratefully,

Jim Schellman

James M. Schellman, Executive Director
The North American Forum on the Catechumenate is a not-for-profit organization in the U.S. with a 501(c) 3 IRS ruling.
Contributions to Forum are 100% tax deductible under current U.S. law.

NOTICE TO FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

Please remember
FORUM at our
new number:
CFC #10095

Regarding the Combined Federal Campaign
Federal employees, we invite you once again to
offer your direct support to FORUM through the
Combined Federal Campaign. Forum is a proud and
continuous member of CFC for many years!

Thank you for your support through the years!
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Mission The North American Forum on the Catechumenate (Forum) is an
international network of pastoral ministers, liturgists, catechists, and theologians
united to share the vision and practice of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Mission Statement The mission of The North American Forum on the Catechumenate is the full implementation in all parishes of the Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults and its implications for reconciliation.
Theological Foundation The Mission of Forum is grounded in a
✦ The processes of adult learning are normative.
theology based on the experience of
Organizational Traits Forum’s operations, behaviors, attitudes,
and actions exhibit these traits:
✦ God’s gracious initiative
✦ the paschal mystery of death and resurrection in
✦ Excellence: The highest level of competence, creativity, and
Jesus Christ
professionalism are strived for at all times.
✦ the prophetic power of word and sacrament
✦ Stewardship: Human, material, environmental, and
financial resources are administered with responsibili✦ the shared life and wisdom of the people of God ,
ty and accountability.
graced and sinful
✦ Respect: The precepts that all life is sacred, that each
✦ listening to the voice of the poor and oppressed
human being is unique, and that all deserve to be
✦ conversion to the freedom of disciples
treated with dignity are affirmed in speech and action.
✦ working for justice and peace for the world
✦ Collaboration: Cooperation, consultation,
Formational Principles To remain faithful to the vision of
communication, and networking are normative for
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, Forum adheres to
all Forum projects.
these principles:
✦ Inclusivity: Forum relies on the diversity of gifts
✦ Initiation begins with evangelization leading
among its members and proactively seeks a full range
to conversion.
of diversity in all areas of its ministry.
✦ Catechesis, community, liturgy, and mission
Integrity: Honesty, justice, and ethical behavior are
✦
are formative.
hallmarks
of Forum’s work.
✦ All cultural gifts are honored and celebrated.
✦ The methods of theological reflection are pastoral.

The FORUM Newsletter is published three times a year by The North American Forum on the Catechumenate and is available, free of
charge, to all interested persons or institutions. Please address all correspondence to the address listed above.
Permission is granted to all subscribers of the FORUM Newsletter to reprint any articles or news items in the newsletter (permission
not granted for graphics and copyrighted text). Include the following notation with the reprint:
"Reprinted from the FORUM Newsletter, (Date). No further reproduction permitted without permission. For more information contact The North American Forum on the Catechumenate, 415 Michigan Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20017-1004. Send a copy of the
reprint to Forum for our records. Copyright © 2012, The North American Forum on the Catechumenate.
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Mr. James M. Schellman
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NOW AVAILABLE
The North American Forum on the Catechumenate

DVD Recordings of Forum’s Webinars
■

Evangelizing Parish: Embracing the Vision, Getting the Passion, Jim Schellman

■

Learning by Doing: RCIA and the Apprenticeship Model of Formation, Jerry Galipeau

■

Who Belongs on Your Parish RCIA Team: A fresh look and forming and
preparing the initiation team, Catherine Ecker

■

Identifying, Preparing and Nurturing Sponsors for the RCIA, Ron Lewinski

■

Implementing the RCIA with Young Adults, Michelle Miller

■

Marriage and Recurring Canonical Issues in Christian Initiation, Patrick Lagges

■

Roman Missal Changes in the Easter Vigil, Paul Turner

■

Mystagogy: A Catholic Approach to Living the Christian Life, Ron Oakham, O.Carm.

■

Discernment: Listening to God in Initiation & Parish Ministry, Donna Steffen, SC

■

RCIA with Children and Implications for All Sacramental
Initiation with Children, Rita Burns Senseman

■

Making Christian Initiation Rural and Small-Town Friendly, Michael Clay
✓ on the CDs of your choice
Please put a check mark ■

1 CD — $27 ($30 outside U.S.) | 2 or more CDs — $22 each ($25 each outside U.S.)
Prices are in USD and include postage and handling
Method of Payment
(1) By check: Payable to The North American Forum on the Catechumenate
(2) By credit card: I authorize NA Forum to charge: ■ Visa ■ Mastercard ■ Discover
For the amount of $___________________ Card # _______________________________________________________
Expiration Date:_______________ Validation 3-4 digit (back of the card): ________
Name on card: (please print): _________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder’s Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________
Name for Mailing: __________________________________________________________________________________
Email:____________________________________________ Day Phone: _____________________________________
Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________ State/Prov:__________ Postal Code: ____________________________

Please mail (or fax at 202-756-4932) this completed form with payment to:

North American Forum on the Catechumenate, P.O. Box 79459, Baltimore, MD 21279-0459 USA
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In Their Own Words—A Forum Webinar
About 130 ministry leaders took part in the Forum Webinar held at the end of October with Forum Team
member Jerry Galipeau reflecting on “Learning by Doing: RCIA and the Apprenticeship Model of
Formation.” We had about 130 participants. Here is a sampling of what participants shared afterwards
about the experience.
• These webinars have improved greatly from the first
one we attended. Keep it up!
• This was my first webinar and it was excellent.
• We were encouraged that our current RCIA process
is in line with what was presented in the webinar.
• Please do another webinar that develops a number of
practical ways to introduce this “apprenticeship”
approach to formation in a parish with a longstanding practice of strictly catechetical/lecture
RCIA sessions, with very little emphasis on “doing”
the faith.
• We are now more motivated to get the catechumenate “involved in Church” (rather than a catechumenate that is “over there” apart from the community).
• We now understand that “learning by doing”
is an effective part of catechesis in the
catechumenate.

• Jerry Galipeau’s suggestion of involving catechumens
in the events of the parish got us brainstorming all
the ways this would be possible.
• The webinar was very fine. I like getting Jerry’s powerpoint ahead of time so that I could concentrate on
his (live) comments during the webinar.
• I now understand that good religious formation
is not only about knowledge but also “practice” of
the faith.
• Help us develop further application of this model
in diverse settings: Latino parishioners, youth,
young adults.
• There was a good balance of practical, pastoral, and
substantive material. Thank you, Jerry and Forum,
for providing us with such good inspiration.

In Their Own Words—Some Forum Institutes
These comments were included in the evaluations from two of Forum’s 2012 Institutes

Diocese of Davenport (Iowa)—Evangelizing
Parish: Vision, Passion, Practice
• I liked all the materials presented, especially the
Beatitudes and Catholic Social Teaching. The
discussions ignited new commitments in me, new
mission. I am very thankful for the work you do each
time I am blessed with the opportunity to attend an
institute. I leave energized, full of hope and gratitude.
• It was worth coming to strengthen my own faith and
to be encouraged to help others to come to know
their God.

• All was very interesting and helpful. My
understanding of what Baptism really is has been
deepened. I will be a better religious education
instructor now.
• I gained wonderful, new perspective from sharing
stories of faith, giving thanks in prayer, and breaking
open the full meaning of Baptism. The team leaders’
wisdom is contagious.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

• I leave with new ideas and have no excuse not to
become a better evangelizer.

Diocese of Evansville (Indiana)—Concerning
the Baptized Institute
• The institute gave me a new understanding of how
to honor the already baptized and work through the
process with them.
• You clarified my understanding of the differences in
types of catechumens and candidates.
• I now have a better understanding of the distinction
between catechized and uncatechized candidates and
how to support their different formation needs.

• The institute opened the door for me! In other
words, it “broke open” the deep mystery of the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).
• You have helped “dust off ” and reinvigorate me. Our
parish has had few inquirers of late, so we need to
invigorate the process.
• The institute has given me a greater appreciation for
liturgy and ritual and their intimate relationship to
catechesis.

WINTER 2012
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Join the Work of the
Catholic Coalition
on Climate Change
Links for further information:

www.catholicclimatecovenant.org
www.jubileeusa.org/climate
www.unfccc.int.

FORUM NEWSLETTER

By signing up at
www.catholicsandclimate
change.org you will be
kept up-to-date on how
you can put your faithful
stewardship into action.
You will receive regular
email and action alerts
reflecting the U.S. Bishops’
public policy priorities as
well as news on efforts to
care for creation from the
Vatican, the U.S. Bishops,
state Catholic conferences,
dioceses, and parishes.
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Continued from page 1

“Discussion of the importance of catechetical resources in helping newcomers learn the
teachings of the faith led to aff irmation of the close connection between the Church’s
liturgy, including the rites of the initiation process, and catechetical content. The need for
better training of catechists was emphasized, to include their being able to help catechumens
connect the content of the faith with experiences of living the faith out in their lives.”
Seminary level and ongoing formation of clergy in the
vision and practice of the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults was an overwhelming concern of participants in
the ACN Forum. This is becoming only more acute as
priests from beyond Australia increasingly minister in
parishes. Among the other pastoral concerns named as
affecting implementation of the Rite were:
• marriage issues
• how to help the theology of baptism come
alive among parishioners
• greater “on-the-ground” support for RCIA
from the bishops
• how continue to “unpack” the Second
Vatican Council
• encouraging good research into “retention”
of neophytes and catechetical formation

• dialogue about the effects of the sexual abuse
issue on clergy in their roles
As the second generation of work gets underway in
earnest on the full implementation in parishes and
dioceses of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults,
many “contextual” concerns about parish life need to
be considered and addressed. The Australian
Catechumenate Network has named well a number of
these as they affect the renewal of the Catechumenate
in Australia but also in North America. We need solid
research and honest dialogue at all levels of our faith
community’s leadership if evangelization leading to
initiation and full discipleship in Jesus Christ are to
prosper in our time and beyond!

Mark Your Calendars Now for Forum’s First Webinars in 2013!
The Presentations of the Creed & Lord’s Prayer
Presented by Paul Turner
February 12, 2013 (1 hour)
2 p.m. ET, 1 p.m. CT, 12 noon MT, 11 a.m. PT
The New Evangelization and Revitalizing the RCIA
Presented by Karen Kane
March 19, 2013 (1 hour)
2 p.m. ET, 1 p.m. CT, 12 noon MT, 11 a.m. PT
These webinars can be experienced from your computer at home
or workplace, by yourself or in company with colleagues.
Full information and registration details available soon at:

www.naforum.org

FALL 2012
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RESOURCE REVIEW
Youth Engaging Scripture:
Diving into the Sunday Gospels
By Dennis Kurtz
Published by Saint Mary’s Press,
$18.95, pp. 376. $18.95
Reviewed by Joseph Marotta

In its Dogmatic
Constitution on Divine
Revelation, the Second
Vatican Council exhorted all
Christians to “learn the surpassing knowledge of Jesus
Christ by frequent reading of
divine Scriptures” (Dei verbum, 25). Recent studies, however, have shown that Catholic
youth are less knowledgeable of
the Bible than their Protestant
counterparts. In the introduction to Youth Engaging Scripture:
Diving into the Sunday Gospels,
author Dennis Kurtz explains
that a 1996 study by the Center
for Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA) provided the
impetus for his book. “Catholic
youth ministry needs to be more
persuasive in helping participants understand that
reading the Bible is important for growing in their
faith” (Youth Engaging, p.6).
To guide youth into a deeper reflection upon scripture,
Kurtz presents a three-part reflection for each
Sunday’s Gospel. By 1) placing each reading in context, 2) connecting it to the rich tradition of the
Church, and 3) proposing ways of applying it to their
lived experience, Kurtz provides young men and
women with numerous starting points for discussion
and further exploration. Each reflection is two pages
long and is devoid of the esoteric language often found

in scriptural scholarship. Instead, the text provides
explanations that are easy to understand, without
sounding condescending – the all-too-often trap
associated with religious texts for youth.
The first section of each reflection, entitled “Context
Connection,” provides a brief recap of the Gospel
story, often helping to place it within the
larger Gospel narrative as well as giving
some historical/cultural commentary. For
example, on the Fifth Sunday of Easter
(B), Kurtz notes that “The wisdom of
the experienced vinedresser guides how
much and which branch to prune in a
way that will result in maximum fruitfulness of the whole plant.” He proceeds to explain how this metaphor
helps the reader to see how God’s loving care helps shape who we are and
what we become (see p. 158).
The second section, “Tradition
Connection,” helps the reader to see
how the scripture passage informs
the lived tradition of the Church.
Kurtz frequently cites the Catechism
of the Catholic Church as well as the
Sacramentary (the previous edition
of the Roman Missal used for the past
several decades and now replaced by the third edition
of the Roman Missal). The commentary on the
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) explains how
the persistence of the paralytic’s friends in bringing
him to Christ can be seen also in the lives of people
such as Saint Monica as they faithfully prayed to bring
about a conversion in others (see p. 181).
The final section, “Wisdom Connection,” is intended to help apply the insights gained from the study of
the Gospel passage. Many of the reflections contain
questions that could be useful starting points for a
group breaking open the Scriptures. The Third Sunday
of Advent (C) asks, “Do we avoid God because of fear

WINTER 2012
or apathy due to lost hope? Or do we respond joyfully
as John the Baptist suggests, being generous and honest, just and fair, and aware of our responsibilities as
son or daughter, brother or sister, student or friend,
employee or teammate?” (p. 243).

“By 1) placing each reading in context,
2) connecting it to the rich tradition of
the Church, and 3) proposing ways of
applying it to their lived experience,
Kurtz provides young men and women
with numerous starting points for discussion and further exploration. Each
reflection is two pages long and is devoid
of the esoteric language often found in
scriptural scholarship.”
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Whether in the hands of a teen who is interested in
learning more about the Bible, or a catechist preparing
to lead a group discussion of the Gospel from last
Sunday’s liturgy, Youth Engaging Scripture will provide
a strong foundation. Kurtz’s method of examining
each Sunday’s Gospel by exploring its context within
the Church’s tradition in order to extract wisdom is a
simple approach that many youth can undertake alone
or in small groups. Equipped with such tools, the next
generation will not only better understand the
Church’s rich scriptural tradition, but will “be doers of
the word and not hearers only” ( James 1:22).
Joseph Marotta serves as the coordinator for Christian
initiation at Holy Cross Parish in Lynchburg, VA, and as
a member of the Team of the North American Forum on
the Catechumenate. He recently completed an M.A. in
theology and was ordained to the diaconate for the Diocese
of Richmond. Joe is the father of five and employed as the
controller of a small private liberal arts college.
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The North American Forum on the Catechumenate’s Pastoral Training Institutes provide ministers—volunteer and paid, full
and part-time, lay and clergy - with deeper understanding of the vision of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and the fundamental and advanced skills to implement all aspects of the Rite and its implications for reconciliation. Institute leaders are among
North America’s most experienced pastoral ministers, liturgists, catechists, and theologians.

2013 CALENDAR
■ THE INITIATION EXPERIENCE INSTITUTES
present the compelling vision and pastoral
skills to implement the initiation process and
emphasize the relationship of good liturgy to
good catechesis.
BEGINNINGS & BEYOND INSTITUTE

■ THE INITIATING COMMUNITY INSTITUTES

explore advanced issues of implementation for
experienced ministers as they broaden the
initiation experience to include the entire
community. Small groups discuss, share, and
critique models.
DEVELOPING THE MINISTRIES

BEGINNINGS “PLUS” INSTITUTE
January 23-26, 2013,
Diocese of Orlando (FL) – bilingual

ECHOING GOD’S WORD

BEGINNINGS INSTITUTE
June 6-8, 2013, Diocese of Pittsburgh (PA)
June 13-15, 2013, Diocese of Knoxville (TN)
July 18-20, 2013,
Diocese of Jackson (MS) – with a rural focus

■ INITIATION IN RURAL
AND SMALL PARISHES

FURTHERING THE INITIATION
EXPERIENCE
PRAYING THE RITES
August 21-23, 2013,
Diocese of Kalamazoo (MI)
IMAGING THE INITIATION PROCESS IN
SMALL CHURCH COMMUNITIES

■ AMBASSADORS OF CHRIST: BUILDING
RECONCILING COMMUNITIES

(Diocesan Events)

■ THE FOCUS ON INITIATION INSTITUTES

concentrate on specific aspects of initiation
using presentations, celebrations of the rites,
and small group discussions. It is preferable
that they follow the Initiation Experience
Institutes.

■ THE VISION OF INITIATION MINISTRY

CATECHUMENATE
August 9-10, 2013,
Diocese of Rockford (IL) – bilingual
PURIFICATION AND ENLIGHTENMENT
MYSTAGOGY
CHILDREN AND CHRISTIAN INITIATION
June 8, 2013, Diocese of El Paso (TX)
August 9-10, 2013, Diocese of Green Bay (WI)
October 25-26, 2013,
Siena Center, Racine (Arch of Milwaukee)
CONCERNING THE BAPTIZED
June 14-15, 2013, Diocese of Amarillo (TX)
July 19-20, 2012,
St. Thomas More Parish, Chapel Hill, NC
October 12, 2013,
Archdiocese of Atlanta (GA) – bilingual

explores the ministry of reconciliation ▪ invites
participants to reflect on the vision and process
of conversion and reconciliation ▪ explores an
understanding of a reconciling community
rooted in initiation ▪ examines present
processes and future possibilities for
reconciling ministry in the parish
introduce the vision and practice of initiation
in a two-day format. Can be done as an
institute (open beyond diocese) or as a
conference for individual dioceses, formation
institutions, and religious communities. For
clergy and other pastoral ministers, together or
in separate events.
Vision of Initiation Ministry Institutes
August 23-24, 2013,
Archdiocese of Miami (FL) – bilingual
Vision of Initiation Ministry
Diocesan Conferences
January 22-23, 2013,
Diocese of Fresno (CA) – for Clergy
February 4-5, 2013,
Archdiocese of Philadelphia (PA) – for clergy
July 13, 2013, Diocese of Shreveport (LA)

■ THE EVANGELIZING PARISH:
VISION, PASSION, PRACTICE
develops the vision and practice of
evangelization and how this creates
parishes of mission
Evangelizing Parish Institutes
May 3-4, 2013,
Diocese of Colorado Springs (CO)
June 7-8, 2013, The Cenacle, Chicago (IL)
Evangelizing Parish Conferences
February 19-20, 2013,
Diocese of New Ulm (MN)
April 20, 2013,
Diocese of Syracuse (NY)
September 20-21, 2013,
Diocese of Pembroke (ON)
September 27-28, 2013,
Diocese of Savannah (GA)
October 29-31, 2013,
Diocese of Hamilton (ON) – for Clergy
November 9, 2013,
Diocese of Hamilton (ON) –
for Pastoral Ministers

■ WEBINARS

The Presentations of Creed & Lord’s Prayer
Presented by Paul Turner
Tuesday Feb. 12, 2013, at 2 p.m. Eastern
The New Evangelization & Revitalizing the RCIA
Presented by Karen Kane
Tuesday March 19, 2013, at 2 p.m. Eastern

■ TO BE DETERMINED

Archdiocese of Atlanta (GA)
Diocese of Boise (ID)
Diocese of Brownsville (TX)
Diocese of Evansville (IN)
Diocese of Jefferson City (MO)
Diocese of Sault Ste Marie (ON)
Diocese of Scranton (PA)
Diocese of Springfield (MA)
Ft. Myers, Florida

The North American Forum on the Catechumenate
125 Michigan Ave., NE, Washington, DC 20017-1004
(202) 884-9758 • fax (202) 884-9747 • E-mail: info@naforum.org
Check our website www.naforum.org for the latest calendar and resource updates

